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Resources/Areas  Area of Learning and Development  
  

Painting Easel  Enjoys the sensory experience of making marks in paint. (PD)  
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. (L)  
Experiments with colours and marks (EAD)  
Explores colour and how colours can be changed. (EAD)  

Uses lines to enclose a space, and represent objects. (EAD)  

Media & Materials Tables  

  
Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child scissors. (PD)   
Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. (EAD) 

Engaging in open-ended activity (CEL)  

Construction   Experiments with blocks … (EAD)   
Uses various construction materials. (EAD)  
Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making arrangements with objects. (M) 

Children develop good control and co-ordination in large movements (PD)  

Mark Making Materials and Equipment  

  
Experiments with blocks, colours and marks (EAD)  
Distinguishes between the different marks they make. (L)  
Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint. (L)  
Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.  (L)  
Shows control in holding and using mark-making tools. (PD)  
Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools. (PD)  
Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand grasp. (PD)  
Creates and experiments with symbols and marks representing ideas of number. (M)  
Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. (M)  

Fine Motor Equipment  Picks up small objects between thumb and fingers. (PD)  
Children develop good control and co-ordination in small movements (PD)  

Gross Motor Climbing Equipment  Climbs confidently and is beginning to pull themselves up on nursery play climbing equipment. (PD)  
Children develop good control and co-ordination in large movements (PD)  
Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 

walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping. (PD)  
Mounts stairs, steps or climbing equipment using alternate feet. (PD)  
Walks downstairs, two feet to each step while carrying a small object. (PD)  
Runs skilfully and negotiates space successfully, adjusting speed or direction to avoid obstacles. (PD)  



ICT   

  
Shows an interest in real objects such as cameras or mobile phones. (UtW)  
Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. (CL)  
Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player.  (UtW)  
Completes a simple program on a computer. (UtW)  

Music Table/trolley  Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing. (EAD)  
Shows an interest in the way musical instruments sound. (EAD)  

Exploration Materials and Equipment  
  

Showing curiosity about objects. (CEL)  
Using senses to explore. (CEL)  
Provide a collection of sets of items for children to explore how objects can be combined together in 

heuristic play sessions. (UtW)  
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects. (UtW)  
Talks about why things happen and how things work. (UtW)  
Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. (UtW)  

Maths Equipment  Recites some number names in sequence/ in order to 10. (M)  
Uses some language of quantities, such as ‘more’ and ‘a lot’. (M)  
Uses some number names accurately in play. (M)  
Knows that numbers identify how many objects are in a set. (M)  
Sometimes matches numeral and quantity correctly. (M)  
Attempts, sometimes successfully, to fit shapes into spaces on inset boards or jigsaw puzzles. (M) 

Begins to use the language of size. (M)  
Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to 

describe shapes. (M)  

Cosy/  

Book Area  

Turns pages in a book, sometimes several at once. (PD)  
Handles books with interest. (L)  
Interested in books and rhymes. (L)   
Looks at books independently. (L)  

Snack Bar  Develops own likes and dislikes in food and drink. (PD)  
Willing to try new food textures and tastes. (PD)  
Seeks out others to share experiences (PSED)    
Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences (CL)  

  

Key:    (CEL) - Characteristics of Effective Learning, (PSED) - Personal, Social and Emotional Development, (PD) - Physical Development, (CL) - Communication 

and Language, (L) – Literacy, (M) – Mathematics, (UtW) - Understanding the World, (EAD) - Expressive Arts and Design.t(From EYFS ‘Development Matters’ DfE  
2012) o   

  

 


